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Bearings and Lubrication – Do’s & Don’ts

Bearings are lubricated to protect them from dirt, dust and corrosion (moisture), not to reduce friction (make them run more easily).
Keep this in mind when lubricating any piece of equipment!

Do’s

1. Always clean grease fittings before introducing grease

2. Follow manufacturer’s instructions on frequency of lubrication and amount of grease.

3. If equipment has drain/vent plugs (opposite grease fitting), remove before lubricating and allow equipment to run for a few hours before replacing.  Always turn equipment off when removing or replacing vent plugs.

4. Remove the dust shields from new bearings, and pack with the proper amount of grease before installing.

5. Check to insure new bearings are tight in housing – no radial or thrust “play” in shaft.

Don’ts

1. Do not mix different kinds of grease

2. Never lubricate a pump or motor while it is running

3. Don’t over-lubricate motors – be extremely careful.  The only place where excess grease can go is on the motor windings, where the problem will break down the insulation and cause the motor to short circuit.

4. Do not apply pressure to the outer race of a bearing.  If pressing or driving a bearing on, apply pressure to the inner race only.

5. Never heat a bearing above 175 F.
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